Freshman Advisory Career Exploration Project

Over the course of the next few weeks, you will be exploring future careers that interest you.  You will be determining which careers you would be suited for based on your interests, personality, and strengths.  You will be comparing potential careers using in depth research and focusing on aspects of a career that most interest you.  You will then be contacting various individuals who are working in that career to get a first person perspective on what that career is really like, how to prepare for that career in high school, and any advice that person can give you to help you make your decision.

This project will take place in four steps.  For each of the first three steps, you will have an assignment to hand in that will be graded as a project grade (30%).  Descriptions and due dates for each of these assignments are below.  The fourth step will be a brief presentation to the class on your careers.  You will be graded for this presentation as a presentation grade (30%).

STEP ONE:  Finding a career that fits with your interests and skills.

1.) Log into www.educationplanner.org and create an account using your email.  Don’t forget to create an account and remember your password!

2.) Click on the link that says “Take the career key assessment!”
3.) Answer the questions by selecting options that describe you or represent your interests.  BE HONEST!  This quiz only works if you answer the questions honestly.  The quiz takes about 5-10 minutes to complete.

4.) Evaluate your results.  You will be scored on several personality types.  Beside each of the type, you will have a score.  The higher the score, the more this personality type relates to you.  To the right of the score, there are links to “Related Occupations”.  Click on these links.

5.) Each of those links will take you to a list of careers that relate to that personality type.  There will literally be hundreds of careers listed.  Read through the list and click on the name of the job and it will give you a job description that informs you about the details of the career.  If you like the career, click on the “Add to my list” icon on the top of the description page. 

6.) Using this method, you will identify 10 careers from your three highest personality type job lists and add them all to your list.  When you are finished, you will print the “My List” page.  This page will show:  your quiz results and the ten jobs that you are interested in exploring.

7.) This assignment is due on MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16th and will be worth 10 project points

STEP TWO:  Comparing careers that interest you.
1.) Using your list of 10 possible careers, you will be answering the following questions:

a. What education is required to work in this career?

b. What is the potential salary in this career?

c. What is the job outlook for this career in NYC (or where you feel you might live as an adult)?

d. What do you think you will like about this job (at least three things)?

e. What do you think you will not like about this job (at least two things)?

2.) You will answer these five questions for all ten of your possible careers.  To help you, you can use the following websites:

www.educationplanner.org

www.collegegrade.com/careers/

careerplanning.about.com/od/occupations/a/perf_arts.htm (for performing arts)
3.) This assignment is due on MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd and will be worth 20 project points.

STEP THREE:  Narrowing your career interests.
1.) Now that you have explored ten potential careers, you will probably find that some of them interest you more than others.  That is good.  You will now narrow you career choices from a list of ten to the THREE careers that you find most interesting.  It is up to you to determine how you want to narrow them down, after all, it is your future we are talking about!

2.) Once you have narrowed your careers down to a list of three, you will find a person who works in each of those careers and interview them to gain their perspective on the career.
3.) HINTS to locate interviewees:

a. Use people you already know!  If you already know someone who works in that career, interview them (like a family member, friend, or boss).

b. Ask people you know for advice.  If you don’t know anyone who works in a particular career, ask a family member if they know anyone.  They might be able to help you.

c. Do a google search using the key terms:  (name of career) and NYC and email.  This will give you contact information for people in the city who do this job.

d. If all else fails, ask me and we will work together to locate someone during a lunch period or after school.

4.) Once you have located people to interview, email them the following questions:

a. Why did they choose a career in this field?

b. How long have they been working in this career?

c. What education did they need to obtain a job in this field?

d. What are their favorite and least favorite aspects of their job?

e. What advice do they have for a young person interested in this career field?

5.) You will write out the answers to each of the questions, including the interviewees name and contact information!  If you don’t include the name of the person and their email/phone number, you will receive zero credit for that interview!

6.) This assignment is due on MONDAY, November 30th and is worth 20 project points.  This means that you have until after Thanksgiving Break to finish this portion.  DON’T WAIT!

STEP FOUR:  Presenting your results.
1.) You will be presenting your career results to the class in the form of a 3-5 minute presentation.  You can use powerpoint if you want to.

2.) A rubric will be provided and you will be graded by Mr Johnston (75%) and your classmates (25%).

3.) These presentations will take place in December and will be worth 30 presentation points.  GOOD LUCK!
